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The Little 


Red Hen 


Retold by Vera Southgate M.A., B.Com 
with illustrations by David Kearney 
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Once upon a time, there was 
a little red hen who lived 
in a farmyard. 
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One day the little red hen found 
some grains of wheat. 


She took them to the other 
animals in the farmyard. 
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“Who will help me to plant 
these grains of wheat?” asked 
the little red hen. 


Not I,” said the cat. 


Not I,” said the rat. 


Not I,” said the pig. 
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“Then I shall plant the grains 
myself,” said the little red hen. 


So she did. 


Every day the little red hen went 
to the field to watch the grains of 
wheat growing. 


‘They grew tall and strong. 
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One day, the little red hen saw 
that the wheat was ready to be cut. 


“Now the wheat can be made 
into flour,” said the little red hen 
to herself, asshe set off 10f ute 
farmyard. 


“Who will help me to take 
the wheat to the mill, to be 
ground into flour?” asked the 
little red hen. 
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“Not I,” said the cat. 


“Not I,” said the rat. 


“Not I,” said the pig. 
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“Then I shall take the wheat 
to the mill myself,” said the little 
red hen. 


So she did. 
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The little red hen took the wheat 
to the mill and the miller ground it 
into flour. 
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When the wheat had been ground 
into flour, the little red hen took it 
to the other animals in the farmyard. 
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“Who will help me to take this 
flour to the baker, to be made into 
bread?” asked the lnmtle ted nem: 


“Not,” said thecar 
“Not I,” said the rat. 


“Not I,” said the pig. 
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“Chen shall takethe flour 
to the baker myself,” said the 
little red hen. 


So she did. 
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The little red hen took the flour 
to the baker and the baker made it 
into bread. 


When the bread was baked, 
the little red hen took it to the 
other animals in the farmyard. 
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“The bread is now ready to 
be eaten,” said the little red hen. 
“Who will help me to eat 
the breadr” 
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“lL wilk” said the cat. 
“T will,” said the rat. 


“T will,” said the pig. 
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“No, you will not,” said the little 
red hen. “I shall eat it myself.” 


So she did. 
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Ladybird tales Se 
a 
Ladybird has published fairy tales ‘ ‘ 
for over forty years, bringing the magic 
of traditional stories to each new generation of children. 


These are based on the original Ladybird rerellings, 
with beautiful pictures of the kind children 
like best — full of richness and detail. 


_ Children have always loved and will 

aa always remember these classic stories 
<< and sharing them together is an 
) experience to treasure. 
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